Case xxx: 
Airplane crash off Skagen?

Time: July 10, 11.10-11.15 (noon)
Place: 7-8 nautical miles NE of Skagen 
(the northern tip of Jutland, Denmark)

This Danish case was never investigated by Swedish authorities. We summarize from newspaper sources:

A: Copenhagen (AP), July 10. The Marine Ministry's secret intelligence service stated on Wednesday evening that an English warship reported an airplane accident about 7-8 nautical miles NE of the Skagen lighthouse. A minelayer and the rescue ship from Skagen went out immediately to search for the wrecked plane. Also the regular plane on the Copenhagen-Oslo line was directed to the accident spot. 

The harbour watch at Skagen reported that no wreckage or parts of an airplane had drifted ashore, and neither from the Skagen lighthouse were there any traces reported of the crashed airplane. 

B: Oslo (AP), July 10. The duty guard at Fornebu airport (Oslo) reports that the aircraft was probably Swedish. Bernt Balchen (director of DNL, the Norwegian Airline) reported, on AP's inquiry, that none of the Norwegian Airline's planes was missing. Norwegian planes have been sent to the crash site. 

C: Copenhagen (AP), July 10. Authorities in Copenhagen stated on Wednesday evening that the accident off Skagen "is still surrounded by the deepest mystery". All ships that took part in the search have now returned without finding any trace of the plane. The Swedish Air Force's security office reports that no Swedish military plane is missing. A Swedish plane on a trip to England had arrived back safely. Neither did ABA (the Swedish airline) lose any machine. Therefore it seems reasonable that the aircraft was not Swedish. Neither the RAF, the Norske Luftfarsselskap or the Danske Luftfartsselskab has any plane missing. 
 
D: ...The airplane is reported to have been four-engined and circled the waters near Skagen at 11.10 hours. Five minutes later it was reported to have crashed into the sea. Within half-an-hour an RAF plane was at the site...

E: ...According to what Stockholms-Tidningen learned from phone calls to Swedish airports no Swedish airplane is missing.

F: ...Aftenposten this night queried the Air Control at Fornebu to learn if the airplane could have been Norwegian. It could not. Further on, Fornebu reports that the DNL regular flight from Copenhagen circled the area for half-an-hour. It was blowing a 40-50 miles wind and it was difficult to make exact observations. 

G: ...The case was reported to Luftforsvarets overkommando (the Supreme Command of Aerial Defence) in Oslo, but according to what major-general Öen states today there are no reports that the airplane has been found, or that any nation has reported any missing airplane. He thinks it is a big mystification. 
- Has Luftforsvaret (Air Force) sent planes to search?
- No, because the accident site is within Danish territory. We've had not requests to do that.

H: ...By radio, including messages through Norsk Kringkasting (The Norwegian Radio Company), ships in the vicinity of Skagen were asked to go to the stated position to take part in the search. The harbour guard at Skagen says that there are very strong water currents at the accident site so it is possible that the remains of the aircraft disappeared quickly. An RAF plane arrived 30 minutes after the crash, but all traces were gone. There wasn't even an oil slick on the sea. At 20.20 yesterday evening the minesweeper and the rescue vessel from Skagen turned back in vain.

I: It is clear that the airplane is not a Scandinavian passenger plane. Neither is there any Norwegian military plane reported missing. All RAF planes based in Denmark have returned to their bases, and the Swedes have exact positions for their aircraft.

J: ...The airplane was spotted at 11.10 and was flying at a very low altitude. Suddenly it directed its nose towards the water surface and disappeared. The Marine was alarmed and a cutter went out in the company of the Skagen rescue vessel. The regular plane to Oslo was directed by radio to the site, which it reached one hour and a half after the presumed accident, but no traces could be found. Investigations continued the whole day, but when a strong gale commenced at 20.00 the search had to be postponed. 

The Marine reported, in the evening, that the Royal Air Force at Hamburg had information that (the crew of) a British war vessel, that passed by Skagen at 12.00 hours, also had spotted the plane as it crashed. The RAF has no missing aircraft and so far it isn't clear that an airplane really has crashed.

K: ...The mystery is just as big as before. The evening newspapers in Copenhagen yesterday thought they had found the solution. They all brought the message that Norsk Rikskringkasting had reported that the aircraft was a Norwegian bomber. NR states, on inquiry, that such a message never was transmitted. This is all that has happened in the last 24 hours. The airplane isn't Swedish, Norwegian, Danish or British, neither passenger nor military or marine. The mystery will evidently continue to be a mystery.

L: ...The latest information on the airplane is that it should have been a four-engined Russian military plane on a reconnaissance mission over the North Sea which had committed a territorial violation. 

M: Copenhagen (AP), July 13. While Sweden is mystified by the enigmatical fireballs, in Denmark men are working feverishly to clear up the mysterious air accident at the Skagen light ship. It is perhaps not completely unlikely that there can pertain a certain relationship between the mysterious ghost fireballs in Sweden and the unknown airplane which fell into the sea off Denmark's coast, whites the "Socialdemokraten" (Danish daily) today. In any case it seems very peculiar that noone has reported losing a plane. The Danes sent out a report yesterday that investigations for the vanished machine are now called off, since it seems to be fruitless. The accident, however, was witnessed both from the Skagen lightship and from another ship, so all doubt about the statement's correctness is excluded. 

N: The newspaper "Socialdemokraten" reported today that parts of a life jacket has been found in the waters near the Skagen light which probably originate from the mysterious airplane... According to the newspaper, the lightkeeper P.Jensen of the Skagen signal station stated that the airplane came flying in a very strange way, from the sea, and suddenly fell vertically down into the sea. It is not thought probable that the machine could have continued since it hadn't been heard of since then. Before the machine disappeared one could observe that it was a bomber with a double rudder. 

Status: Possibly a Russian aircraft.
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